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Stupa 1n Dunhuang Murals

Sun Rujian

Stupa is a kind of architectural forms and a symbol of Buddhism. It came to China
with the dissmination of Buddhism and has gradually mixed with the Chinese traditional
structures.

Dunhuang was the strategic passage between China and the West in ancient times,
Buddhist pagodas extant now and the representation of stupas in Dunhuang murals are
real records of the history of evolution of Buddhist pagoda and stupa in China and the in-
valuable vivid sources for us to study of Buddhist pagoda and stupa.

The stupas and pagodas in Dunhuang Murals can be divided into six types:

Dtype of stupa

@type of one —storey wooden pagoda,

@type of wooden tower structure pagoda,

@type of one—storey brick pagoda,

®type of multi—ply brick pagoda,

®type of brick and wooden pagoda.

Paradise Scenes in Later Dunhuang Murals

Hu Tongqing

The world of the Buddhist Paradise is mostly not in heaven. Rather, it is closely
connected to the human world. The common feature recognized by all scholars in the
Dunhuang murals of the later period is the gradual secularization of the religion which
actually refers to the closeness of the ideal and real worlds.

The image of the paradise of the Dunhuang murals in the later period mostly ap-
pears as the pure lands in some large sutra illustrations such as the Western Pure Lands
in the Illustrations of the Amita and Amitayus Sutras. It also appears in certain special
forms in the illustrations of some sutras and stories such as the Country of Fragrance in
the Illustration of the Vimalakirti —nirdesa Sutra. And, the cave as a whole represents
the world of paradise which can be seen from the representations of the Welcoming Bud-
dha , four deva kings, nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas, kinaras and mahora-
gas.

The paradise depicted in the Dunhuang murals focuses primarily on the following
elements: Residence, transportation, food and clothing. Birth, old age, disease and death
as well as social order and the relationship of social ranks are the main concerns reflected
in the scenes. It is evident that the Buddhist view of the universe is limitless according to
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